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The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has
completed its review of the November 28, 2016, fatal shooting of Pablo Cartagena by Los
Angeles Police Department (LAPD) Officer Richard Ramos. It is the conclusion of this office
that Officer Ramos acted in lawful self-defense and defense of others.
The District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of this shooting on November 28, 2016, at
approximately 1:47 p.m. The District Attorney Response Team responded and was given a
briefing and walk-through of the scene by Lieutenant Jeffery Wenninger.
The following analysis is based on reports prepared by LAPD’s Force Investigation Division
submitted to this office by Lieutenant Wenninger, and Detectives Brandy Arzate, Mike Arteaga,
Heather Gahry and Jose Alvarez. The reports include photographs, transcripts of witness
interviews, medical reports and radio transmissions. The compelled statement of Officer Ramos
was considered as part of this analysis.
FACTUAL ANALYSIS
Introduction
On November 28, 2016, at approximately 1:01 p.m., LAPD Officers Josue Osorio and Richard
Ramos of the Metropolitan Division were driving north on Maple Avenue in an unmarked
vehicle toward 27th Street, when they observed a man, later identified as Pablo Cartagena,
crouching down beside a white SUV that was parked on the east curb of Maple Avenue.1
According to Osorio, Cartagena was wearing a black backpack and looking into the passenger
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Osorio and Ramos were dressed in full police uniform.
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side windows of the SUV.2 As Osorio and Ramos drove past Cartagena, Cartagena looked in the
direction of Osorio and Ramos and ducked down behind the SUV.
Cartagena looked suspicious to Osorio and Ramos and they believed he was in the process of
burglarizing the SUV. Osorio and Ramos decided to further investigate and conducted a U-turn.
As they conducted their U-turn, Cartagena looked in their direction, ran south on the sidewalk,
and stopped in front of a residence surrounded by a wrought iron fence with a pedestrian gate.
Cartagena opened the pedestrian gate, entered the front yard of the property and shut the gate
behind him. Osorio and Ramos stopped, exited their vehicle, and ordered Cartagena to stop.
Cartagena did not comply with the commands.
Cartagena ran east down the driveway. Osorio saw two women, later identified as Maria D. and
Jennifer F., and a child standing at the end of the driveway near a playset. Cartagena reached the
northeast corner of the residence, and looked back in Osorio’s direction. Osorio saw Cartagena
reach into the right side of his waistband with his right hand, and remove a handgun from his
waistband. Cartagena looked back at Osorio, placed the handgun back into the right side of his
waistband and ran south, out of Osorio’s view.
Cartagena ran into the rear yard of the residence. Osorio directed Ramos to take a position on
the south side of the residence for containment purposes. Ramos ran east down the south
walkway toward the rear yard, with Osorio a few seconds behind him. Osorio reached the end of
the walkway and heard approximately four to five gunshots. Osorio saw Cartagena in a seated
position on the ground, with his right hand tucked into his waistband and Ramos standing
approximately one to two feet south of Cartagena with his service weapon drawn in a low-ready
position pointed at Cartagena. Osorio broadcast a help call and advised shots had been fired.
Los Angeles Fire Department arrived at the location and rendered aid to Cartagena. Cartagena
was pronounced dead at the scene.

Aerial photo of location.
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A black backpack containing gloves, screwdrivers, vice grips, pliers, shears and a hook tool was recovered at the
scene.
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Officer Statements
Compelled Statement of Officer Richard Ramos3
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Unlike private citizens, public sector employees can be forced to submit to questioning regarding the performance
of their official duties and, so long as they are not required to waive their privilege against self-incrimination, their
refusal to submit to such questioning can result in administrative discipline including termination from public
service. Gardner v. Broderick (1968) 392 U.S. 273, 278; Uniformed Sanitation v. City of New York (1968) 392 U.S.
280, 284-285. The officer involved in this incident was interviewed and ordered to submit to questioning
concerning the performance of his official duties. Like any other individual, the officer possesses a right under the
Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution to be free from being compelled to give testimony against
himself. Uniformed Sanitation v. City of New York, supra, at 284-285. Because the LAPD ordered the officer to
answer questions which might expose him to criminal liability, the LAPD compelled the officer to participate in
interviews. The effect of this legal compulsion is that the officer’s statements cannot be used against him in a
criminal proceeding, nor can any material derived from the compelled interviews be used against him. Garrity v.
New Jersey (1967) 385 U.S. 493, 496-497; Spielbauer v. County of Santa Clara (2009) 45 Cal.4th 704, 715. Further,
because these compelled statements are part of the officer’s police personnel file, the statements are confidential and
may not be disclosed absent an evidentiary showing and court order. Penal Code section 832.7.
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Statement of Officer Josue Osorio
On November 28, 2016, Osorio was assigned to LAPD’s Metropolitan Division. Osorio was the
driver of an unmarked patrol unit and was partnered with Ramos. Osorio and Ramos were
patrolling the area of Maple Avenue and 26th Street, driving north, when they saw Cartagena
walking south on the east sidewalk. Cartagena appeared to be looking inside of a vehicle.

4

Osorio slowed down as they drove past Cartagena to get a better look. Cartagena saw Osorio
and Ramos, ducked down, and then looked back up.10 As Osorio and Ramos passed Cartagena,
Osorio turned back around and looked in the rear and side view mirrors to maintain a visual and
noticed that Cartagena kept looking back at them. Osorio conducted a U-turn and Cartagena ran
south on the sidewalk. Cartagena attempted to open the front gate of the property located at
Maple Avenue. It appeared Cartagena was having a difficult time opening the gate and
kept looking back at Osorio and Ramos. Cartagena opened the gate, ran inside the front yard,
and pushed the gate closed as he looked back again at Osorio and Ramos. Cartagena ran
northeast on the property to an interior gate that led to a driveway.
Osorio and Ramos stopped and exited their vehicle, and ordered Cartagena to stop. Osorio gave
commands to Cartagena, and directed Ramos to broadcast a “Code 6” request and to set up
containment on the southside of the property in case Cartagena ran in that direction. Osorio
attempted to climb over the wrought iron fence, but was unable to, due to the sharp spears
located on the top portion of the fence. Instead, he placed his foot on the horizontal bar located
above the rectangular design on the fence and elevated his position by approximately four feet.
From this elevated position, Osorio had a clear view of the driveway and northside of the
property. Cartagena began climbing over the interior wrought iron fence. Osorio gave
Cartagena commands to stop; however, he did not comply. Cartagena made it over the interior
wrought iron fence and gained access to the rear yard of the property.
Cartagena ran east in the rear yard where three adult women and one child were present.
Cartagena ran down the driveway and kept looking back toward Osorio. Osorio directed Ramos,
“He’s going to the rear.” As Cartagena reached the edge of the house, Cartagena reached into
his waistband with his right hand and began pulling out a handgun.11 Cartagena looked back
toward Osorio, realized Osorio could see him, and put the handgun back into his waistband.
Cartagena then ran south out of Osorio’s sight. Osorio told Ramos, “He has a gun! He has a
gun!”
The three women in the rear yard looked at Osorio and pointed him in Cartagena’s direction.
The women ran towards the house and Osorio could hear screaming. In fear for the safety of the
women and child, Osorio ran toward Cartagena’s direction. Cartagena ran around the house to
where Ramos was positioned. As Osorio was running east on the southside of the house, Osorio
heard a shot. As Osorio got closer, he heard three to four more shots. Osorio feared Ramos may
be hurt and drew his weapon. As Osorio made it around the corner, he saw that Ramos had his
weapon drawn at a low-ready position and pointed at Cartagena who was in a seated position,
collapsing to the ground.
Cartagena was breathing, conscious, and still moving his right arm in a twitching motion against
his waistband. Ramos kicked Cartagena’s arm out of the way. Osorio saw that Cartagena was
still holding onto his handgun. The handgun fell to the ground and Osorio saw Ramos kick it
away from Cartagena’s body.12 Osorio assisted Ramos in handcuffing Cartagena. Osorio and
Ramos searched Cartagena’s person for additional weapons and retrieved a knife from
Cartagena’s side pocket. Osorio requested a rescue ambulance for Cartagena.
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Osorio noticed Cartagena was wearing baggy clothing, had tattoos on both sides of his face and was wearing a
black backpack on his back.
11
Osorio described the gun as a blue steel semiautomatic pistol.
12
Osorio saw the handgun appeared to be damaged and may have been struck by gunfire.
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Witness Statements
Statement of Maria D.
Maria D. was in the rear yard of
Maple Avenue, cleaning with Jennifer F. and Maria M.
Maria D. had her back to the front of the property when she heard Maria M. say in a scared
voice, “There’s somebody here.” By the time Maria D. turned around, she saw a man near the
southeast corner of the property. Maria D., Jennifer F., and Maria M. all ran into their rooms.
Maria D. went through the rear kitchen door, came to the front to lock the front door, and saw
police officers. The police officers came around the south walkway from the front gate very
quickly. Maria D. heard commands, but was unable to understand what was said. Maria D. then
heard six consecutive gunshots.
Statement of Maria M.
Maria M. was outside, with Maria D. and Jennifer F., sweeping up leaves when she saw
Cartagena, wearing a beanie and a backpack, enter the rear yard, running. Maria M. told Maria
D. that someone was in the yard. Maria M. also saw a police officer standing near the front gate,
and heard the police officer say, “Get on the floor.” Maria M. saw a black object in Cartagena’s
right hand, however she was unsure what the object was. Maria M. believed that Cartagena
looked scared as if he was attempting to escape. Maria D. told her and Jennifer F. to go inside
their rooms. Maria M. went inside her room. Shortly after, she heard approximately four
gunshots and then screamed for help. A few moments later, Maria M. looked out her bedroom
window and saw Cartagena lying on the ground.
Statement of Jennifer F.
Jennifer F. was in the rear yard, cleaning with Maria M., Maria D., and her one-and-a-half-yearold daughter, when she overheard Maria M. frantically telling Maria D. that somebody was in the
yard. Jennifer F. turned and saw Cartagena running.13 Jennifer F. saw police officers near the
gate. Maria D. told her and Maria M. to go into their rooms and lock themselves inside. As
Jennifer F. grabbed her daughter and ran to her room, she saw Cartagena standing near her room,
looking inside, as if he were contemplating on entering her room. Cartagena mouthed to her,
“Where are they?”14 Jennifer F. pointed her finger in the direction she saw the police officers.
Jennifer F. told investigators Cartagena looked scared, as if he was going to get caught and did
not know where to go. Jennifer F. ran into her room and locked herself inside. She heard a
struggle outside of her room and heard Cartagena say, “Motherfuckers. I’m going to kill you!
I’m going to kill you!” Shortly after, she heard approximately six gunshots. After the gunshots,
she heard, “Stop resisting! Stop resisting!” Jennifer F. heard Cartagena screaming and soon
thereafter, she no longer heard anything.
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Jennifer described Cartagena as wearing a black and white beanie and a black backpack.
Cartagena did not speak and Jennifer read his lips.
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Decedent Pablo Cartagena
Cartagena was 23 at the time of his death. He was 5’8 and weighed 195 pounds.15 Four bundles
of heroin, weighing approximately 94.77 grams, were recovered from Cartagena’s pants pocket.
In addition, a black backpack was recovered at the scene containing various tools, and a pair of
black gloves.

Bags containing heroin recovered from Cartagena.

Items recovered from Cartagena's backpack.

Autopsy
On November 29, 2016, Deputy Medical Examiner Matthew J. Miller, M.D., performed a postmortem examination of Cartagena’s body. Cartagena’s death was caused by multiple gunshot
wounds: gunshot wound #1 to the left side of the chest, with a front to back, leftward, slightly
upward direction, and deemed to be potentially fatal; gunshot wound #2 to the left side of the
chest, with a front to back direction, and deemed to be potentially fatal, and gunshot wound #3 to
the left side of the chest, with a front to back direction, producing a rapidly fatal injury.16
15

Cartagena was on Post Release Community Supervision at the time of the incident. Cartagena had a felony
warrant for Penal Code section 29800 (a) (1), felon in possession of a firearm, that was issued on October 27, 2016.
Cartagena was also a suspect in a murder that occurred on October 31, 2016, near the intersection of Maple Avenue
and 28th Street.
16
The gunshot wounds are arbitrarily sequenced for identification and do not indicate the sequence in which they
were sustained.
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A toxicology analysis revealed Cartagena had the presence of methamphetamine and marijuana
in his system at the time of his death.
Gunshot Residue
A GSR kit was completed on Cartagena. It was determined that Cartagena’s right hand
contained one characteristic particle of gunshot residue, indicating that he may have discharged a
firearm, been in the vicinity of the discharge of a firearm, or touched a surface with gunshot
residue on it.
Firearms Evidence
Ramos was armed with a .45 caliber Smith and Wesson, Model 4506 semiautomatic pistol. Five
expended .45 caliber cartridge casings were recovered at the scene and determined to have been
fired from Ramos’ pistol. Ramos fired five rounds from his service weapon.
Cartagena was armed with a blue steel .22 caliber, Browning Arms, Model 1911-22 pistol. The
pistol had a barrel length of approximately 3 ¾ inches, and was recovered from the ground in the
rear yard, near Cartagena’s body. The slide was partially out of alignment due to extensive
damage to the rear portion of the frame, which appears to have occurred during the shooting.
The pistol was loaded with six .22 caliber cartridges in the magazine and one in the chamber.

Cartagena’s gun recovered from the rear yard.

Cartagena’s gun.

LEGAL ANALYSIS
The Law
California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of others if that
person actually and reasonably believes that he or others were in imminent danger of great bodily
injury or death. Penal Code § 197; People v. Randle (2005) 35 Cal.4th 987, 994 (overruled on
another ground in People v. Chun (2009) 45 Cal.4th 1172, 1201); People v. Humphrey (1996) 13
Cal.4th 1073, 1082; see also, CALCRIM No. 505.
In protecting himself or another, a person may use all the force which he believes reasonably
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar circumstances, to
be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. CALCRIM No. 3470.
8

“Where the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the law does not
weigh in too nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not be justified in killing
because he might have resorted to other means to secure his safety.” People v. Collins (1961) 189
Cal.App.2d 575, 589.
“The ‘reasonableness’ of a particular use of force must be judged from the perspective of a
reasonable officer on the scene, rather than the 20/20 vision of hindsight…. The calculus of
reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often forced to make
split-second judgments in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving – about the
amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation.” Graham v. Connor (1989) 490 U.S. 386,
396-397.
“Any peace officer who has reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has committed
a public offense may use reasonable force to effect the arrest, to prevent escape or to overcome
resistance. A peace officer who makes or attempts to make an arrest need not retreat or desist from
his efforts by reason of the resistance or threatened resistance of the person being arrested; nor shall
such officer be deemed an aggressor or lose his right to self-defense by the use of reasonable force
to effect the arrest or to prevent escape or to overcome resistance. Penal Code § 835a; CALCRIM
No. 2670.
The evidence examined in this investigation shows that Officers Ramos and Osorio were
working patrol, when they observed Cartagena, who appeared to be looking to burglarize a
vehicle. Ramos and Osorio made a U-turn to further investigate. Cartagena saw Ramos and
Osorio and attempted to flee. Ramos and Osorio exited their vehicle and gave commands for
Cartagena to stop. Cartagena did not comply with the commands and continued to flee by
running and jumping over a fence into the rear yard of a residence. Osorio saw Cartagena begin
to pull a gun from his waistband, and yelled to Ramos that Cartagena had a gun.
Osorio observed Cartagena run into the rear yard, where Osorio saw three women and a young
child. Osorio observed one of the women with her hands in the air. Ramos heard a scream and
believed the women were in danger. Ramos followed Cartagena into the rear yard and saw
Cartagena attempting to climb onto the roof of the residence. Ramos commanded Cartagena to
stop, but he failed to comply. Ramos pulled Cartagena down by pulling on his backpack,
causing Cartagena to fall to the ground, and onto his back. Cartagena made eye contact with
Ramos and started to reach for his waistband. Ramos commanded Cartagena to stop and not to
reach for the gun. Cartagena ignored the order and started to pull the gun out from his
waistband.
In fear for his life, Ramos drew his service weapon and fired two to three rounds at Cartagena.
Cartagena continued to reach for his gun and Ramos fired approximately three additional rounds
at Cartagena.
Based on the evidence presented, we determine that Cartagena placed Ramos in reasonable fear
for his life and the lives of others when he reached for his gun, forcing Ramos to make a splitsecond decision to end the threat by firing his service weapon at him.
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CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, we conclude that Officer Richard Ramos acted in lawful self-defense
and defense of others when he used reasonable deadly force against Pablo Cartagena. We are
therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this matter.
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