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DATE: January 30, 2026

The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has
completed its review of the March 24, 2024, shooting investigation involving |l and Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (LASD) Deputy Antonio Del Rio. After concluding their
investigation and review of surveillance video from the lobby of the LASD Industry Station, the
LASD determined Del Rio did not fire his service weapon during the incident. The LASD
concluded I forcibly removed Del Rio’s service weapon from his holster and fatally shot
herself.

The District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of the shooting at 9:54 p.m. on March 24,
2024. The District Attorney Response Team was provided a briefing and walk-through of the
scene by LASD Homicide Bureau Acting Captain Art Spencer.!

The following analysis is based on investigative reports, radio transmissions, 9-1-1 calls,
recorded interviews, photographs, and surveillance video submitted to this office by LASD
Homicide Bureau Detective Scott Giles on September 8, 2025. A voluntary statement provided
by Deputy Del Rio was considered as part of this analysis.

INTRODUCTION

On March 24, 2024, . 2roued with her family and told them she was “going to hit a
cop to go to jail.” She walked to the LASD Industry Station and banged on the front doors of the
station. Deputy Del Rio opened the front door to assist | . \who was visibly distraught.

As Del Rio pushed open the front door, |l orabbed his holstered firearm. Del Rio
struggled with . to retrieve the weapon but was unable to prevent | . from

! Spencer has since been promoted to Captain of the LASD Homicide Bureau.
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putting the firearm to her head and discharging the weapon. LASD deputies administered
medical aid, however, | \vas pronounced deceased at 7:53 p.m.

FACTUAL ANALYSIS

On March 24, 2024, investigators spoke to members of [N s family.? il said he was
I s biological uncle and had been |l s foster parent for the past 15 years. On
the night of the incident, |l to!d - she did not want to be in his home or go back to
Hillside, her former group home. | said she wanted to go back to another foster home
where she had previously lived. When JJjij- told . her previous foster home was not
authorized to receive her, Il became angry and began screaming.

. to!/d I he had called Hillside to send someone to pick her up from his residence.

I told him she was not going back to Hillside. |l to!d Jll she was going to
the police station to assault a police officer so she would be arrested and jailed.®

. called Hillside and advised the agency | had left the home. Hillside told him to
call 9-1-1. il called 9-1-1 and the LASD Industry Station. [Jjilij. told LASD dispatch | R
[l needed to be evaluated because she was a danger to herself and others. A short time later,
I ecarned I had gained possession of a deputy’s handgun and shot herself.

On March 28, 2024, investigators interviewed Deputy Tyler Ili. On the night of the incident, Ili
said he was working overtime as a dispatcher at the LASD Industry station.* 1li observed a
woman knocking on the glass door to the lobby of the station. 1li said the glass doors were
unlocked, but the woman appeared to need help. lli said he and Del Rio walked through the
lobby toward the front doors.

Ili said as soon as Del Rio opened the door, | screamed and lunged toward Del Rio. lli
saw Del Rio punch |l . and then realized | had a gun. Ili then observed
I shoot herself. 1li removed the weapon from | s hand and noticed Del Rio’s
service weapon was not in its holster and he believed |l had used Del Rio’s service
weapon to shoot herself.

Del Rio told investigators he was assigned as the Watch Deputy on the night of the incident.
While he was seated at his desk, he heard banging on the front doors. Del Rio stated he knew the
doors to the front lobby were unlocked and believed the person banging on the lobby doors was
experiencing an emergency and needed help.

As Del Rio stood up, he saw | banging on the lobby doors. Del Rio grabbed his radio
and walked to the lobby’s front counter area. When Del Rio approached the doors, he could see
I clcarly, and described her demeanor as “distraught.”

2 At the time of the incident, | was 17 years old.
?d !
|

4 Both Ili and Del Rio were dressed in LASD uniforms with badges and name plates affixed to their uniforms.
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Del Rio said he pushed the front doors open as | stood outside. Video surveillance
from the lobby of the station shows Del Rio pushing the doors open as | R
simultaneously reaches for and grabs Del Rio’s holstered service weapon. (Figure 1 and 2)

Figure 1: Video surveillance camera from inside the LASD Industry Station depicts | Il reaching for Del
Rio’s service weapon as he opens the front doors.

Figure 2: I i possession of Del Rio’s firearm (circled in yellow).
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Del Rio did not realize | had possession of his service weapon. He believed she came
to the station armed with a handgun. After obtaining his handgun, |l rulled away from
Del Rio, placed the firearm to her head, and fired one round before falling to the ground.
(Figure 3)

Figure 3: NN p/ocing Del Rio’s firearm t0 her head (yellow circle), before firing a single round.

Del Rio said he realized the weapon | vsed was his firearm when the weapon was
removed from her hand.

Autopsy Report

On March 26, 2024, Deputy Medical Examiner Paul Glinieki performed a post-mortem
examination of . s remains. Dr. Glinieki wrote, “The autopsy revealed a single close
range fatal gunshot wound [to] the head.” Additionally, Dr. Glinieki observed, “Numerous
likely self-inflicted linear scars . . . horizontal and vertical scars . . . on bilateral thighs, chest and
arms, including the wrists.”

CONCLUSION

Based on the evidence in this matter, we find Deputy Del Rio‘s actions were not the cause of
I s death, as he did not fire his service weapon, and | BBl as injured from a
self-inflicted gunshot wound to her head.



