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Najeeba Syeed is the inaugural El-Hibri endowed chair and executive director of the Interfaith Institute, 
she is a tenured and full professor of religion.  She has been a professor, expert practitioner and public 
speaker for the last two decades in the fields of conflict resolution, interfaith studies, mediation, 
restorative Justice, education, social, gender and racial equity. An award-winning educator, she has 
taught extensively on interreligious education and published articles on faith and community-based 
conflict resolution, restorative justice, and interfaith just peacemaking.  Syeed also brings significant 
executive experience with organizations focused on conflict resolution in community, higher education, 
and government settings, including the Western Justice Center Foundation and the Asian Pacific 
American Dispute Resolution Center. In 2021, she served as chief of staff to the first Asian American 
woman elected to the Los Angeles city council. She holds a law degree from the Indiana University 
School of Law and a bachelor of science degree from Guilford College. 


