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Charity Chandler-Cole is the CEO of CASA/LA, Court Appointed Special Advocates for youth 

impacted by the Foster Care and Juvenile Justice Systems. Born and raised in Los Angeles and 

having harshly endured its child welfare and juvenile justice systems, she has spent over a 

decade helping to influence and impact social structures, policies and systems that have 

negatively and disproportionately impacted and oppressed foster youth and vulnerable 

communities. Charity works passionately to address the issues and challenges plaguing our 

communities, women and youth and uses her powerful story of redemption and triumph to 

inspire people under the mantra, “If Charity can do it, then so can I.” Charity believes strongly in 

changing the narrative and outcomes surrounding system impacted individuals and uses her 

many platforms to engage, educate, develop and empower people from all walks of life to be 

change agents, visionaries, and successful agents of society, regardless of their upbringing or 

past. 

In addition to leading CASA/LA, Charity serves in several highly impactful positions, including 

her role as Commissioner with LA County Children & Families, where she is co-chair of its Racial 

Justice Committee, and is currently pursuing her Doctorate’s Degree in Educational Leadership 

for Social Justice at her Alma mater, Loyola Marymount University. 


